Source of material 4-Aminobenzene sulfonic acid (0.346 g, 2mmol) dissolved in water (5 mL) was added to an aqueous solution (2 mL) of Cu(NO 3 ) 2 ·3H 2 O (0.2416 g, 1 mmol). The resulting solution was adjusted to pH = 6-7 with diluted sodium hydroxide, then H 2 biim (H 2 biim = 2,2'-biimidazole, 0.0408 g, 0.3 mmol) was added directly under continuous stirring. The mixture was refluxed for 5h and filtered. The filtrate was allowed to evaporate slowly at room temperature yielding light green block crystals of the title complex after two weeks. Crystals suitable for single crystal X-ray diffraction were selected directly from the sample.
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Discussion
Crystal engineering of coordination polymers via hydrogen bonds continues to be an important issue in the solid state version of supramolecular chemistry. 2,2'-Biimidazole (H 2 biim) is an excellent candidate for building supramolecular structures involving directed hydrogen bonding interactions. H 2 biim exists in the reported compounds in multifold forms and its uncoordinated N-H groups form various hydrogen bonds with acceptors including counter anions or organic acids. In comparison with other organic acid anions, such as carboxylates [1] and phosphonates, organosulfonates have received less attention in coordination chemistry due to the perception that sulfonates are poor ligands. The sulfanilate anions can coordinate to transition metals through both the amine [2] and the sulfonate group [3] . In addition, the sulfanilate anion can act as a hydrogen-bond acceptor and donor [4, 5] . In the previous contributions, we have studied the syntheses and crystal structures of Cu(II) complexes with 2,2'-biimidazole and organic acid, such as glycine, malonic acid [6] and benzoic acid [7] . The affect of counter anions on the structure has also been discussed [8] [9] . The two axial positions are taken up by the amine N atoms of two crystallographic dependent sulfanilate anions. The sulfonate group is not coordinated to the Cu-center, just as the sulfonate groups in [Cu(C 6 H 6 NO 3 S) 2 (C 3 H 7 NO) 2 ] (C 3 H 7 NO = dimethylformamide) [10] and [Cu(C 6 H 6 NO 3 S) 2 (C 3 H 7 NO) 2 N5-H5A···O3 III = 153.88°, N4···O2 IV = 2.821 Å and N4-H4···O2 IV = 163.36°). In addition, p-p stacking interactions exist between two parallel benzene rings of adjacent sulfanilic acids with the distance of 3.736 Å. Symmetry codes: I: -x+1, -y+1, -z+1; II: x-1, y, z; III: -x+1, -y+1, -z+2; IV: x-1, y+1, z-1. 
